
SUPPLIES: 

EASY BREEZY BEACH ART WITH ACRYLICS
with Ashley Krieger

Princeton 
Select™ 
Artiste 
Brushes

Strathmore 300 Series 
Canvas Panels 8"x10"

Other supplies
Paint palette, 

paper towels, water

Round Brush (#6-8)

Spotter Mini (#0-1)

1/2" Flat Shader (#10-12)

1" Flat Wash

Process 
Cyan

Cadmium 
Red Hue

Mars OR 
Ivory Black

Titanium 
White

Process 
Magenta

Lemon 
Yellow

System3 
Acrylic or Heavy 

Body Acrylic* 

•  Yellow (Lemon Yellow)
•  Red (Cadmium Red Hue)
•  Magenta (Process   
 Magenta) 
•  Blue (Process Cyan)
• Black (Mars Black)
• White (Titanium White)

*instructor uses System3 
Heavy Body Acrylic Color

LESSON 4: TROPICAL SEASCAPE AND 
EXPLORING THE WORLD OF ACRYLICS

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/
https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/groups/workshop-1-2022/forum/
https://www.strathmoreartist.com/canvas-panels/id-300-series-canvas-panels.html
https://www.princetonbrush.com/select-3750-princeton-brush-company-brush-3750/
https://www.daler-rowney.com/simply-accessories/
https://www.daler-rowney.com/system3-heavy-body-acrylic-paint/
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Reference Image

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/
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STEP 2: 
In the water (The lower half of the 
canvas), you can add streaks of other 
colors going across. The streaks do 
not need to extend across the canvas. 
These streaks could be blue over the 
magenta, magenta, or yellow over the 
peach to show movement in the water. 
Or, you can have the water look very 
still by thoroughly blending the colors 
more to take away the streaks.

STEP 1:
With the 1" flat brush, start by painting 
magenta at the top and bottom of the 
canvas, add blue if you wish to have a 
more purple color, along just the 
bottom and top edge. Add yellow to 
your magenta and a little white to get 
a peach color. Add the peach color 
below the magenta at the top, and 
above the magenta at the bottom. 
Blend the two colors by going over 
where they meet several times with 
your brush. Make sure your strokes go 
all the way across the canvas each 
time. Add a little white between the 
two peach colors. The white paint area 
should go further up the center of the 
canvas so it's not exactly in the 
middle. Add yellow over the white 
leaving a band of white slightly above 
the middle mark of the canvas. Blend 
those colors as you wish. Some streaks 
of paint are okay to have. 

PART 1: PAINT SKY & WATER 
Creating art is about discovering possibilities, expressing 
who we are, and getting into the flow so we can enjoy the 

relaxing benefits. While we paint a tropical seascape, I’ll 
teach you where to discover more about acrylics, painting, 
and your inner art style.

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/
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STEP 4:
Add small broken-up marks of white 
underneath the sun as you go down 
the canvas using your round brush. 
The marks should be roughly 
horizontal and approximately the 
width of the sun. As you move down 
the canvas, the glowing marks can 
spread out a little more than the width 
of the sun on some of the streaks to 
make it look like light is glowing off 
the waves. Use a variety of tiny little 
dots and broken-up lines to create the 
look of the sun's glow on the water.

STEP 3: 
Using a #6-8 round brush and 
white, paint a circle in the center of 
the canvas just above the white area. 
This circle will be your sun and should 
be painted on top of the yellow that is 
in the sky area (top area) of the canvas. 
Use the tip of the brush to make the 
circle and fill it in. Take your time to 
make the circle a nice one. The circle 
can be as big as you want it. I kept 
my circle on the smaller side in 
my painting. 

PART 2: PAINT SUN

PART 3: PAINT SUN'S REFLECTION ON WATER

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/
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PART 4: PAINT ISLAND

STEP 5:
Using the ½" flat brush and Magenta, paint a horizontal 
line starting on the left next to the white dividing line that 
separates the sky and water. The line should be thickest 
next to the left edge of the canvas and thin as it reaches 
towards the sun. The line should be irregular or somewhat 
jagged at the top and a smooth straight line on the 
bottom. The line should also be broken up towards the 

sun. Add purple to the magenta along the area of the 
bottom of the line to show it is a darker, shadowed area. 
Add a reflection by painting a flipped copy of the shape of 
the island, just under it. Leave a steak of yellow between 
the island and the reflection. The reflection can be an 
exact copy or a little lighter than the island.

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/


PART 5: PAINT PALM TREES

STEP 6:
Using the round #6-8 brush and black paint, add a 
silhouette of palm trees. Start with the trunks on the left 
and right sides of your canvas. Starting from the bottom 
left of the canvas, paint a curved line that reaches towards 
the left side of the sky, above the sun. Make the line 
thicker on the bottom. The sides of the line are pretty 
smooth but don’t need to be perfect. On the right side, 
let's paint another tree trunk starting again at the bottom 
right, curving towards the right and then towards the sun. 
This time, the line stops to the right of the sun, not on it, 
but about the level with it. Make the line thicker on the 
bottom and somewhat smooth. All palm trees are 
different, so they don’t need to be perfect. 

Add some circle-shaped blobs just above the top of the 
trunk. With the tip of your brush, add lines, like spider 
legs, curving out of the center area of each palm tree.

To paint the palm fronds, add short lines reaching down 
on the bottom of the curved “spider leg” lines. The lines 
get shorter towards the outside tip of the line. Some of 
the lines do not have to be facing down. This will make the 
palm fronds look like they are blowing in the wind. The 
more irregular the lines, the more realistic the fronds look.  
Use the reference image to help you, see how I used lines 
and the placement of them to get the look of palm trees.

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/
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STEP 7:
Adjust your painting's lines, colors, or anything bothering 
you until you are happy with your painting. The last step 
always includes creativity, and is my favorite part! This is 
the time to add in your own personal preferences and 
touches. It's time to take away the reference photo and 
be creative. 

No two paintings will match perfectly! Our preferences 
on how much detail to keep, the colors we use, unique 
brushstrokes, and skill levels will make our paintings 
look different.

PART 6: ADD FINAL DETAILS & PERSONAL PREFERENCES

https://www.strathmoreartiststudio.com/

